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TO THE STUDENTS

If you have that, I have a great suggestion to offer. I hope the
majority of you are unmarried, and a fair number of you ar^
also brahmacharis. I have to say ' a fair number' because I
know students; a student who casts his lustful eyes upon his
sister is not a brahmachari. I want you to make this sacred
resolve that you are not going to marry a girl who is not a
widow, you will seek out a widow-girl and if you cannot get a
widow-girl you are not going to marry at all. Make that deter-
mination, announce it to the world, announce it to your parents
if you have them or to your sisters. I call them widow-girls by
way of correction because I believe that a child ten or fifteen
years old, who was no consenting party to the so-called mar-
riage, who having married, having never lived with the so-called
husband, is suddenly declared to be a widow, is not a widow.
It is an abuse of the term, abuse of language and a sacrilege.
The word " widow " in Hinduism has a sacred odour about it.
I am a worshipper of a true widow like the late Mrs. Ramabai
Ranade who knew what it was to be a widow. But a child
9 years old knows nothing of what a husband should be. If it is not
true that there are such child-widows in the Presidency, then nxy
case falls to the ground. But if there are such child-widows, it
becomes your sacred duty to make the determination to marry
a girl-widow if you want to rid ourselves of this curse. I am
superstitious enough to believe that all such sins that a nation
commits react upon it physically. I believe that all these sins
of ours have accumulated together to reduce us to a state of
slavery. You may get the finest constitution that is conceivable
dropping upon you from the House of Commons. It will be
worthless if there are not men and women fit enough to work
that constitution. Do you suppose that we can possibly call
ourselves men worthy of ruling ourselves or others or shaping
the destiny of a nation containing 30 crores so long as there
is one single widow who wishes to fulfil her fundamental wants
but is violently prevented from doing so ? It is not religion, but
irreligion. I say that, saturated as I am with the spirit of Hindu-
ism. Do not make the mistake that it is the Western spirit in me
that is speaking. I claim to be full to overflowing with the spirit
of iBdia undefiled. I have assimilated many things from the
West but not this. There is no warrant for this kind of widow-
hood Sp Hinduism.